
Dear , 

We are The People’s Challenge, a crowd-funded organisation set up following the Brexit vote in 2016 
in order to ensure that UK citizens’ rights and the law underpinning parliamentary democracy are 
protected in the Brexit process.  Now incorporated as a not-for-profit limited company, we are 
committed to informing people of the citizenship rights that are at risk for all UK citizens regardless 
of where they live, and protecting them via the legal and parliamentary processes. 

We are increasingly concerned by lack of progress in the exit negotiations and the likelihood of the 
UK crashing out of the EU without an exit agreement. 

Most of the discussion of citizens’ rights seems focused on the expatriate groups: EU27 citizens in 
the UK and UK citizens in EU27 countries. 

Attached is an open letter asking the EU to consider the wider ramifications of the loss of citizenship 
rights and how “matching offers” by the EU and UK, even if achieved, do not constitute equal 
treatment for all those EU citizens who have committed to and wish to remain part of the EU 
project. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present these often forgotten issues and we would be happy to 
elaborate on any or all of the issues raised by the loss of these fundamental rights and how those 
issues affect more than the subset of UK citizens who have exercised their right to reside in an EU 27 
country. 

Yours, 

 

Grahame Pigney – Director, The People’s Challenge Ltd.  



Dear Messrs Barnier, Juncker, Tajani, Tusk, Verhofstadt, 

An open letter regarding UK citizens’ potential loss of EU citizenship rights 

With the news that the UK Government is instructing officials to prepare for “No Deal” in the Brexit 
negotiations, the People’s Challenge asks the EU to confirm that it will not engage in brinkmanship 
on citizens’ rights.  It is quite clear why the EU has placed citizens’ rights at the forefront of 
negotiations, ensuring that talks on trade take second place. People matter. 

Of course, UK citizens are also EU citizens – wherever they may live.   

Brexit has divided the UK.  But many UK citizens did not even have the chance to make their voice 
heard in the process because of where they happened to live.  The EU position that voting rights for 
UK citizens post-Brexit will be a matter for individual Member States and the suggested limitations 
on freedom of movement risks further disenfranchising some of these people.  

For many UK citizens, including those of the overseas territories like Gibraltar, EU citizenship is 
equally important to them. They have built their lives, families, careers and future plans on the 
understanding that they are part of the European project and all the opportunities it offers.  They in 
their turn have contributed to building the EU, participating in the democratic process that being a 
citizen of the EU provides and helping to build EU-wide communities. 

 At a time when the negotiations on Brexit are stalled, the People’s Challenge asks the EU to reflect 
on what EU citizenship means for all those who currently enjoy it and to take a stand for the best 
outcome for all EU citizens whatever their nationality. 

The right to remain, for EU 27s resident in the UK, will be a powerful thing when combined with their 
freedom of movement throughout the EU27. 

For UK citizens living in the EU27, the right to remain is only a part of the freedoms they currently 
enjoy. Without continued freedom of movement, their rights will have been substantially curtailed. 
“Matching offers” by the UK and the EU do not give matching rights and freedoms to all current EU 
citizens. 

Other UK citizens, apart from those currently purely and simply resident in EU27 countries, are also 
directly affected, including: 

1. those who have a holiday home in the EU27. In France, for example, as non-EU citizens they 
would be subject to increased taxation if they sold the property; 

2. those who run a business across the EU (as well as those operating to/from the UK), or who 
buy and sell goods/services in EU27 countries, particularly sole traders and proprietors of 
small/medium sized enterprises (SMEs) ; 

3. those who have bought a property in anticipation of retirement to an EU27 country; 

4. those resident in an EU27 country, who travel to and work in other EU27 countries; 

(Some of these points also apply to EU27 residents who own properties or businesses in the UK.) 

This is not an exhaustive list but it highlights that there will be a significant loss of fundamental 
citizenship rights for a much greater number of individuals than just the EU & UK expatriates that the 
current negotiations appear to be focused on. 



Despite the grumblings of some, the EU and its officials are frequently the beams of Shakespeare’s 
little candle in an increasingly naughty world. EU citizens, knowingly or unknowingly, owe a lot to 
their dedication, integrity and courage in dealing with a multitude of issues, some of which national 
governments have failed to address/solve. 

We hope we still live in that EU, the EU which, for all its faults, we have known, trusted and relied on 
for 45 years. Speaking personally, the first vote I ever cast was for Remain in the UK’s 1975 
referendum. 

Thank you in anticipation for your consideration of the points we have made. We look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Grahame Pigney 

Director 
The People’s Challenge Ltd 
 


